
Thought for the Day Luke 3: 1-6 

 How are your preparations for Christmas going?  Some people 

seem to be very organised months in advance, with presents bought and 

wrapped, cards written, Christmas puddings boiled, the cake made and 

regularly fed and tended and, this year particularly, the turkey sorted. 

Others are more last minute, rushing around in the run up to Christmas 

Eve trying find everything before sinking into a chair with that, “well if it’s 

not done now it won’t get done” feeling. 

 I know of people who don’t just put up decorations for Christmas 

but actually decorate before that, the kitchen, the living room, the guest 

bedroom, only to cover most surfaces with tinsel, cards and glitter.  Lots 

of people spring clean their houses too, washing curtains, cleaning 

blinds, scrubbing ovens, the list seems almost endless. And all for what?  

One frenetic day of cooking and eating too much, perhaps drinking a bit 

more than usual and a mound of washing up.  We have wedding 

planners and party planners, perhaps we need Christmas planners.  

Imagine that, someone there to do it all for you, present you with it all, as 

long as you can afford it. I don’t think you can access such a service yet, 

maybe one for Dragon’s Den, but you can certainly buy a Christmas 

Planner book to keep track of it all. 

 But how do we prepare ourselves for Christmas?  Advent is a time 

of preparation, of watching and waiting.  In our gospel reading for the 

Second Sunday of Advent we are reminded that the Prophet Isaiah told 

us to “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”   And many 

of us remember the wonderful song from Godspell, “Prepare ye, the way 

of the Lord”.  A tune that once you get it into your head you can’t get it 

out again.   

 John the Baptist is the voice in the wilderness crying out that Jesus 

is coming.  He is, if you like the Christmas planner. When we think about 

this it’s easy to conjure up a picture of people rushing around sweeping 

the streets with tree branches to get the worst of the mess and rubbish 

out of the way. People then lining those streets with civic dignitaries in 

the front row, ready to welcome the most important guest.   

 But John the Baptists preparation plan was not like that at all.  His 

plan wasn’t written in a book, it didn’t need to be.  It was a simple 

message of Baptism.  Baptism by water, baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. Repentance here does not simply mean saying sorry 



and then carrying on, it’s much deeper than that.  It’s about changing 

behaviours, changing our inner selves to be different, changing our 

hearts and minds to live a better life.  The baptism of repentance is hard.  

It’s a challenge to us to look inwards and surface those things that form 

a barrier to us reconciling our lives truly to God; and importantly to 

change them for the better and for that change to be lasting.   

 The good news is that if we truly repent we are forgiven.  Being 

forgiven doesn’t undo past sins, but it does unbind us from them. It 

opens the way for us to live our lives better in the service of God. It helps 

us to be the child in the Benedictus: “you, child… will go before the Lord 

to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the 

forgiveness of their sins”. Repentance brings us peace, it brings us 

closer to salvation.  

 God’s ways leads us to salvation. Salvation brings us out of 

darkness and into the light; and once we are in the light we can try to 

bring light to others.  So let us all make time to prepare ourselves for 

Christmas, “prepare we, the way of the Lord”.  


